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To aid your Bible study 


The Megiddo Message—is published for 
the dissemination of Bible truth alone. It de- 
fends and ably demonstrates the infallibil- 
ity, harmony, and Divine inspiration of 
the Bible. It enables you to give a reason 
for your faith, to answer the atheist, and 
to instruct your children correctly. By an- 
swering perplexing religious questions THE 
MeEGIpDO MESSAGE will strengthen your faith 
in the Bible. It will give you courage for 
these uncertain times and bring peace and 
stability to your life. 

Subscribers, please send in names of your 
friends who may be interested in reading 
this publication, for free sample copies. 
No obligation on your part or theirs. 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should by 
all means read the following booklets by the 
late Rev. L. T. Nichols, founder of the 
Megiddo Mission. Each booklet is a com- 
plete subject of itself. They make the Bible 
understandable and interesting to study. 
HISTORY OF THE MEGIDDO MISSION 
THE COMING OF JESUS AND ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 
HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
THE SABBATH 
THE TRINITY 


Complete set $2.25 
Single copies ses -20 
History i ethan 40 


The Known Bible and its Defense 


IN TWO VOLUMES 
By the late Rev. Maud Hembree 


As a further study of the Scriptures these 
books are invaluable to the earnest student. 
They were designed to bring men and 
women back to the Bible, and to defend its 
pages from the attacks of the skeptics, in- 
fidels, and atheists. Many perplexing ques- 
tions and seeming contradictions are an- 
swered in a direct and fearless manner. 
Fabrikoid binding. 


Vol. 1, 384 pages . $1.50 
Vol. 2, 404 pages 1.50 
Both volumes 2.50 


Megiddo Hymn Book 
A COLLECTION of original, arranged, and 
selected songs which harmonize with the 
plain Biblical teachings and in which all 
who wish may engage and sing as com- 
manded, “with the spirit,” and “with the 
understanding also.” Price $1.25 


THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 


DEVOTED TO THE CAUSE OF CHRIST 
Percy J. Thatcher, Editor 
April 9, 1955 


To help your children 


More and more our nation is being awak- 
ened to the dread consequences from the 
lack of moral training in childhood. Juve- 
nile delinquency increases like a plague! 
Parents especially have a tremendous re- 
sponsibility in rearing their children to be 
good citizens. Lack of proper religious 
training in childhood is certain to bring 
dire results in adulthood. 


The Megiddo Mission has a continually 
growing department whose specialty is the 
designing and printing of Bible lessons for 
children of all ages, from tots to adolescents. 
These lessons are designed in an interesting 
and attractive manner. Readers of the 
MEssAGE who desire further information 
may receive the same on request. The book- 
lets listed below are now available, and 
more are to follow. Watch these columns 
for new announcements! 


The Story of Joseph—the familiar,time- 
less drama of virtue under temptation, of 
forgiveness for injuries, of God’s provi- 
dence for His people, unfolds anew in its 
83 interesting pages. 


With full-color illustrations. Price .15 


Daniel—an inspiring story of Daniel and 
his three companions in the city of Babylon, 
related in a manner which will appeal to 
the youthful mind. 46 pages, illustrated. 

WMS ors ie Pu crc CER eRe Kaus ees 15 


Bible Story Color Book —a something- 
to-do book! It contains thirty-two delightful 
short stories of favorite Bible characters, 
with illustrating pictures to color, 

Size 8%4x11. Instructive, entertaining. 
Price aoe 50 


Pictures for Busy Little Hands to 
Color, Cut Out and Paste 


Twenty-two pages. Wholesome childhood 
scenes in poster pictures to be colored, cut 
out and assembled. Size 9 x 12. 

Price 35 





Synopsis of Our Faith 
and Work 


THE Megiddo Mission is an independent 
organization. It is in no way affiliated with 
any other religious body. It was founded in 
the year 1880 by the late Rev. L. T. Nichols, 
and has been located at the present address 
in Rochester, N. Y., since 1904. 

It is the firm belief of the Megiddo Mis- 
sion that the second coming of Jesus Christ 
and the inauguration of His world-wide 
Kingdom is imminent. The Bible clearly 
declares that this event will be preceded by 
the coming of Elijah the Prophet to herald 
the glorious Day, to gather the saints, and 
raise the dead to be ready to meet the Lord 
when He comes. 

Being convinced that these events are 
near at hand, the Megiddo Mission is ear- 
nestly endeavoring to prepare a people to 
be ready for the Lord’s advent. Moral per- 
fection besides purity of doctrine is a direct 
Biblical command. Among the members of 
the Megiddo Mission perfection of char- 
acter is the goal. Invitations are always 
extended to whomsoever will to come and 
join us in this work, and partake of the 
“water of life freely.” 





Instructive booklet 


A Treatise on the Holy Spirit 


Have you wondered why professed Chris- 
tians have never felt the genuine power of 
the Holy Spirit? 

Have you been disappointed by pretenders 
who falsely claimed Apostolic power? 

Have you hoped to know the true mean- 
ing of the Biblical promise? 

Then you will find this booklet most in- 
teresting and instructive. 

It discusses Biblical evidence concerning 
the Holy Spirit Power as promised by Jesus 
in fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy. 


The following questions are answered: 


When was it given to God’s people? 
Why was it given? 

When was it withheld? 

Why was it withheld? 

When shall it be restored? 


Send for your copy today. 
60 pages, size 6 by 9 inches. Price 20 cents. 





THE MEGIppO MEssaGE is published biweekly by the Megiddo Mission Church, 481 Thurston 
Rd., Rochester 19, N. Y. Subscription rates: One year, $1.00; 6 months, 50 cents; single copies, 
5 cents. In Great Britain and other sterling areas subscription fees are payable through 
the medium of the International Money Orders which can be secured through the local 
bank, or International Reply Coupons (current value, eight cents) which can be purchased 
at the post office. Make checks or Money Orders for all literature payable to the Megiddo 
Mission Church. Please notify promptly of any change of address. Entered as second-class 
matter, October 15,1920, at the Post Office at Rochester, N. Y., under Act of March 3, 1879. 
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The Heavens and Earth of Genesis 


Series six of the first three chapters of Genesis. 
Our next issue will feature 
THE TWO GREAT LIGHTS OF GENESIS 


Fiction — Theology 


HEOLOGY asserts that the first v*7*~ of the Bible— 
“In the beginning God created ti: heave: and the 
earth’—applies to the literal creatiin, that by the 
word of His power the Almighty created heaven and 
earth in six 24-hour days some six thousanx@ years ago. 
Is there any reason to such an assertion when throughout 
the Book numerous references are made to the eternal 
existence of the Creator and of the eternal nature of His 
work? Has such a Being been idle through the countless 
ages and just stirred Himself to purpose a short six 
thousand years ago? 


Fact — Science and The Word 


Astronomers know that the illimitable reaches of the 
heavens—our solar system and the myriads of galaxies 
wheeling through an endless sea of space beyond—have 
existed for untold zons in the past. The telescopic eye 
reveals stars so deeply sunk in the abyss of space that the 
light by which they disclose themselves requires millions 
of years to traverse the distance to the earth. 

Geologists know from the record of the rocks that the 
great forces of nature—of wind and wave and fire— 
have destroyed and built, wrecked and wrought on this 
earth for hundreds of millions of years. 

With these scientific facts the Bible is in perfect ac- 
cord, for its Author is also Father of all true Science. 

Though man has been guessing for centuries as to the 
time when this earth was first brought into existence, 
the Almighty Creator has not seen fit to reveal that fact 
to us. He tells us in Deut. 29: 29, “The secret things be- 
long unto the Lord our God: but those things which are 
revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever, 
that we may do all the words of this law.” Hence it is 
not ours to pry into His secrets, but rather to concern 
ourselves with the truths made known in His Word. By 
studying Genesis in the light of Scriptural rules, we find 
it has reference to the spiritual creation exclusively. 

Although Jehovah has not revealed to us on the pages 
of Holy Writ the facts concerning the literal creation of 
heaven and earth, He has informed us in detail concern- 
ing His plan of salvation on this planet. It is stated 
briefly in Numbers 14: 21, “But as truly as I live, all the 
earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord.” Jesus 
taught His disciples to pray for the consummation of 
that plan, in these words, “Thy Kingdom come. Thy will 
be done in earth, as it is in heaven.” 

Genesis furnishes the outline of this plan, and the 
first verse of the Bible reduces the whole scope of such 
prophetic revelation to ten words: “In the beginning God 
created the heaven and the earth.” 

The Bible reveals that this heaven and earth are now in 
the process of creation. Men and women are being created 
“in righteousness and true holiness,” transformed by the 
indwelling Word to such creatures as shall be worthy of 
eternal life. When completed. they form heaven and earth, 
or rulers 2.) 5. .s, of God’s universal Kingdom. 


This is the alpha and the omega of God’s mighty plan 
of salvation. Throughout the Book some forty inspired 
writers restate this majestic theme in multiple ways, 
some employing symbols, others using plain language, 
but all uniting in one grand concert of voices to proclaim 
that God’s Kingdom—composed of a righteous heaven 
and earth, or rulers and subjects—shall one day extend 
“from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of the 
earth.” 


What are the Heaven and Earth of Scriptural 
Terminology? 


Lest it be deemed incongruous with Scriptural usages 
to define heaven and earth as rulers and subjects, we 
shall refer to Isaiah 1:1, 2, 10 where this very usage is 
employed. “The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which 
he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of 
Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. 
Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth: for the Lord 
hath spoken, . . . Hear the word of the Lord, ye rulers of 
Sodom; give ear unto the law of our God, ye people of 
Gomorrah.” 

The Prophet Isaiah addressed the aristocracy of Israel 
first as “heavens” and then as “rulers”; the subjects of 
the realm he identified as “earth” or “people.” To heav- 
ens and earth alike he made his appeal: “Hear the word 
of the Lord.” Having no ears, the physical heavens and 
earth would be incapable either of hearing or of re- 
sponding to such a request. Clearly, kings, potentates, 


rulers and the people within the scope of their jurisdic- 
tion are indicated. 


Since a heaven and earth are essentials in any king- 
dom, God’s universal Kingdom for which all Christendom 
prays is no exception. Suitable rulers and subjects must 
be prepared, as implied in Genesis 1: 1. 


Who Compose the Heaven of Genesis 1: 1? 


That the heaven of Genesis 1:1 is composed of Christ 
the head, and the Church His body, we can learn by ex- 
amining the definitions of the word “beginning.” Quoting 
from the Hebrew Lexicon, they are as follows: “Head, 
chief .. . the first of its kind . . . with regard to time; 
firstfruits . . . firstborn, firstfruits of things created by 
him.” The second definition of “beginning” is “Christ, 
head of creation ... with regard to dignity, the first.” 


The lexicographer cites Revelation 3: 14 as an example 
of how the word is used. “These things saith the Amen, 
the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the crea- 
tion of God.” Christ wanted it known that He is “the be- 
ginning of the creation of God.” He is the “head,” the 
“chief” of that creation, the King of the new world. 
Numerous passages of Scripture identify Christ as 
earth’s future King, perhaps most pointed of which is 
Zech. 14:9, “The Lord shall be King over all the earth: 
in that day shall there be one Lord, and his name one.” 


We must not think, however, that Christ occupies this 
position alone as “heaven” in the new creation. By His 
title, “King of kings, and Lord of lords” (I Tim. 6: 15) 
we are assured that there are to be associate rulers. This 
is confirmed by Jesus’ personal promise to the over- 











To aid your Bible study 


The Megiddo Message —is published for 
the dissemination of Bible truth alone. It de- 
fends and ably demonstrates the infallibil- 
ity, harmony, and Divine inspiration of 
the Bible. It enables you to give a reason 
for your faith, to answer the atheist, and 
to instruct your children correctly. By an- 
swering perplexing religious questions THE 
MEGIDDO MESSAGE will strengthen your faith 
in the Bible. It will give you courage for 
these uncertain times and bring peace and 
stability to your life. 

Subscribers, please send in names of your 
friends who may be interested in reading 
this publication, for free sample copies. 
No obligation on your part or theirs. 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should by 
all means read the following booklets by the 
late Rev. L. T. Nichols, founder of the 
Megiddo Mission. Each booklet is a com- 
plete subject of itself. They make the Bible 
understandable and interesting to study. 
HISTORY OF THE MEGIDDO MISSION 
THE COMING OF JESUS AND ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 
HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
THE SABBATH 
THE TRINITY 


Complete set $2.25 
Single copies ve seas -20 
History ne Re AD .40 


The Known Bible and its Defense 


IN TWO VOLUMES 

By the late Rev. Maud Hembree 
As a further study of the Scriptures these 
books are invaluable to the earnest student. 
They were designed to bring men and 
women back to the Bible, and to defend its 
pages from the attacks of the skeptics, in- 
fidels, and atheists. Many perplexing ques- 
tions and seeming contradictions are an- 
swered in a direct and fearless manner. 
Fabrikoid binding. 


Vol. 1, 384 pages . $1.50 
Vol. 2, 404 pages 1.50 
Both volumes 2.50 


Megiddo Hymn Book 
A COLLECTION of original, arranged, and 
selected songs which harmonize with the 
plain Biblical teachings and in which all 
who wish may engage and sing as com- 
manded, “with the spirit,” and “with the 
understanding also.” Price $1.25 


THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 


DEVOTED TO THE CAUSE OF CHRIST 
Percy J. Thatcher, Editor 
April 9, 1955 


To help your children 


More and more our nation is being awak- 
ened to the dread consequences from the 
lack of moral training in childhood. Juve- 
nile delinquency increases like a plague! 
Parents especially have a tremendous re- 
sponsibility in rearing their children to be 
good citizens. Lack of proper religious 
training in childhood is certain to bring 
dire results in adulthood. 


The Megiddo Mission has a continually 
growing department whose specialty is the 
designing and printing of Bible lessons for 
children of all ages, from tots to adolescents. 
These lessons are designed in an interesting 
and attractive manner. Readers of the 
MESSAGE who desire further information 
may receive the same on request. The book- 
lets listed below are now available, and 
more are to follow. Watch these columns 
for new announcements! 


The Story of Joseph—the familiar,time- 
less drama of virtue under temptation, of 
forgiveness for injuries, of God’s provi- 
dence for His people, unfolds anew in its 
83 interesting pages. 


With full-color illustrations. Price .15 


Daniel—an inspiring story of Daniel and 
his three companions in the city of Babylon, 
related in a manner which will appeal to 
the youthful mind. 46 pages, illustrated. 

Pree. ......... 


Bible Story Color Book —a something- 
to-do book! It contains thirty-two delightful 
short stories of favorite Bible characters, 
with illustrating pictures to color, 

Size 84x11. Instructive, entertaining. 
NOES re eee eee .50 


Pictures for Busy Little Hands to 
Color, Cut Out and Paste 


Twenty-two pages. Wholesome childhood 
scenes in poster pictures to be colored, cut 
out and assembled. Size 9 x 12. 

Price 35 





Synopsis of Our Faith 
and Work 


THE Megiddo Mission is an independent 
organization. It is in no way affiliated with 
any other religious body. It was founded in 
the year 1880 by the late Rev. L. T. Nichols, 
and has been located at the present address 
in Rochester, N. Y., since 1904. 

It is the firm belief of the Megiddo Mis- 
sion that the second coming of Jesus Christ 
and the inauguration of His world-wide 
Kingdom is imminent. The Bible clearly 
declares that this event will be preceded by 
the coming of Elijah the Prophet to herald 
the glorious Day, to gather the saints, and 
raise the dead to be ready to meet the Lord 
when He comes. 

Being convinced that these events are 
near at hand, the Megiddo Mission is ear- 
nestly endeavoring to prepare a people to 
be ready for the Lord’s advent. Moral per- 
fection besides purity of doctrine is a direct 
Biblical command. Among the members of 
the Megiddo Mission perfection of char- 
acter is the goal. Invitations are always 
extended to whomsoever will to come and 
join us in this work, and partake of the 
“water of life freely.” 





Instructive booklet 


A Treatise on the Holy Spirit 


Have you wondered why professed Chris- 
tians have never felt the genuine power of 
the Holy Spirit? 

Have you been disappointed by pretenders 
who falsely claimed Apostolic power? 

Have you hoped to know the true mean- 
ing of the Biblical promise? 

Then you will find this booklet most in- 
teresting and instructive. 

It discusses Biblical evidence concerning 
the Holy Spirit Power as promised by Jesus 
in fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy. 


The following questions are answered: 

When was it given to God’s people? 
Why was it given? 
When was it withheld? 
Why was it withheld? 
When shall it be restored? 

Send for your copy today. 

60 pages, size 6 by 9 inches. Price 20 cents. 





THE Mecippo MEssaGE is published biweekly by the Megiddo Mission Church, 481 Thurston 
Rd., Rochester 19,N. Y. Subscription rates: One year, $1.00; 6 months, 50 cents; single copies, 
5 cents. In Great Britain and other sterling areas subscription fees are payable through 
the medium ef the International Money Orders which can be secured through the local 
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The Heavens and Earth of Genesis 


Series six of the first three chapters of Genesis. 
Our next issue will feature 
THE TWO GREAT LIGHTS OF GENESIS 


Fiction — Theology 


HEOLOGY asserts that the first v*7e~ of the Bible— 
“In the beginning God created ti = heave: and the 
earth”—applies to the literal creatiin, that by the 
word of His power the Almighty created heaven and 
earth in six 24-hour days some six thousand years ago. 
Is there any reason to such an assertion when throughout 
the Book numerous references are made to the eternal 
existence of the Creator and of the eternal nature of His 
work? Has such a Being been idle through the countless 
ages and just stirred Himself to purpose a short six 
thousand years ago? 


Fact — Science and The Word 


Astronomers know that the illimitable reaches of the 
heavens—our solar system and the myriads of galaxies 
wheeling through an endless sea of space beyond—have 
existed for untold zons in the past. The telescopic eye 
reveals stars so deeply sunk in the abyss of space that the 
light by which they disclose themselves requires millions 
of years to traverse the distance to the earth. 


Geologists know from the record of the rocks that the 
great forces of nature—of wind and wave and fire— 
have destroyed and built, wrecked and wrought on this 
earth for hundreds of millions of years. 

With these scientific facts the Bible is in perfect ac- 
cord, for its Author is also Father of all true Science. 

Though man has been guessing for centuries as to the 
time when this earth was first brought into existence, 
the Almighty Creator has not seen fit to reveal that fact 
to us. He tells us in Deut. 29: 29, “The secret things be- 
long unto the Lord our God: but those things which are 
revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever, 
that we may do all the words of this law.” Hence it is 
not ours to pry into His secrets, but rather to concern 
ourselves with the truths made known in His Word. By 
studying Genesis in the light of Scriptural rules, we find 
it has reference to the spiritual creation exclusively. 

Although Jehovah has not revealed to us on the pages 
of Holy Writ the facts concerning the literal creation of 
heaven and earth, He has informed us in detail concern- 
ing His plan of salvation on this planet. It is stated 
briefly in Numbers 14: 21, “But as truly as I live, all the 
earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord.” Jesus 
taught His disciples to pray for the consummation of 
that plan, in these words, “Thy Kingdom come. Thy will 
be done in earth, as it is in heaven.” 

Genesis furnishes the outline of this plan, and the 
first verse of the Bible reduces the whole scope of such 
prophetic revelation to ten words: “In the beginning God 
created the heaven and the earth.” 

The Bible reveals that this heaven and earth are now in 
the process of creation. Men and women are being created 
“in righteousness and true holiness,” transformed by the 
indwelling Word to such creatures as shall be worthy of 
eternal life. When completed. they form heaven and earth, 
or rulers «9 5.'- .8, of God’s universal Kingdom. 


This is the alpha and the omega of God’s mighty plan 
of salvation. Throughout the Book some forty inspired 
writers restate this majestic theme in multiple ways, 
some employing symbols, others using plain language, 
but all uniting in one grand concert of voices to proclaim 
that God’s Kingdom—composed of a righteous heaven 
and earth, or rulers and subjects—shall one day extend 
“from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of the 
earth.” 


What are the Heaven and Earth of Scriptural 
Terminology? 


Lest it be deemed incongruous with Scriptural usages 
to define heaven and earth as rulers and subjects, we 
shall refer to Isaiah 1:1, 2, 10 where this very usage is 
employed. “The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which 
he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of 
Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. 
Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth: for the Lord 
hath spoken, .. . Hear the word of the Lord, ye rulers of 
Sodom; give ear unto the law of our God, ye people of 
Gomorrah.” 

The Prophet Isaiah addressed the aristocracy of Israel 
first as “heavens” and then as “rulers”; the subjects of 
the realm he identified as “earth” or “people.” To heav- 
ens and earth alike he made his appeal: “Hear the word 
of the Lord.” Having no ears, the physical heavens and 
earth would be incapable either of hearing or of re- 
sponding to such a request. Clearly, kings, potentates, 


rulers and the people within the scope of their jurisdic- 
tion are indicated. 


Since a heaven and earth are essentials in any king- 
dom, God’s universal Kingdom for which all Christendom 
prays is no exception. Suitable rulers and subjects must 
be prepared, as implied in Genesis 1: 1. 


Who Compose the Heaven of Genesis 1: 1? 


That the heaven of Genesis 1:1 is composed of Christ 
the head, and the Church His body, we can learn by ex- 
amining the definitions of the word “beginning.” Quoting 
from the Hebrew Lexicon, they are as follows: “Head, 
chief .. . the first of its kind... with regard to time; 
firstfruits . . . firstborn, firstfruits of things created by 
him.” The second definition of “beginning” is “Christ, 
head of creation ... with regard to dignity, the first.” 


The lexicographer cites Revelation 3: 14 as an example 
of how the word is used. “These things saith the Amen, 
the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the crea- 
tion of God.” Christ wanted it known that He is “the be- 
ginning of the creation of God.” He is the “head,” the 
“chief” of that creation, the King of the new world. 
Numerous passages of Scripture identify Christ as 
earth’s future King, perhaps most pointed of which is 
Zech. 14:9, “The Lord shall be King over all the earth: 
in that day shall there be one Lord, and his name one.” 


We must not think, however, that Christ occupies this 
position alone as “heaven” in the new creation. By His 
title, “King of kings, and Lord of lords” (I Tim. 6: 15) 
we are assured that there are to be associate rulers. This 
is confirmed by Jesus’ personal promise to the over- 
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comers: “To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with 
me in my throne” (Rev. 3:21). It is clear that the 
“heaven” now being created by God is a collective term 
including Christ and the saints. 

Significant among the definitions of “beginning” from 
Genesis 1:1 are the following: “The first of its kind... 
firstfruits .. . firstborn, firstfruits of things created by 
him.” We shall consult Paul to learn in what sense Christ 
is the “firstfruits” of the new creation. In I Cor. 15: 20, 
23 he says, “Now is Christ risen from the dead, and be- 
come the firstfruits of them that slept. Every man in his 
own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that 
are Christ’s at his coming.” Christ is the “firstfruits” in 
that He was the first of our race to obtain immortal life. 
“They that are Christ’s’—the overcomers—shall be 
granted the victory over death “at his coming.” 


The same truth is reiterated in Col. 1:18, “He is the 
head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have 
the preeminence.” By virtue of His life of matchless obe- 
dience, Christ is to occupy the preeminent position of the 
new heaven: He is “King of kings,” or “head” of the 
“church,” and “firstborn from the dead.” 


When are the New Heavens to be Established? 


The dissolution of the kingdoms of men bespeaks the 
imminent establishment of the New Heavens. 

In the third chapter of his Second Epistle the Apostle 
Peter spans the ages, showing the time allotted to the 
human race, during which kingdoms have waxed and 
waned—man ever striving for supremacy over man—in 
the end to be subjugated by the all-conquering Son of God 
who comes to establish His universal and everlasting 
Kingdom. 

We shall read II Peter 3:3—7. “Knowing this first, 
that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking 
after their own lusts, and saying, Where is the promise 
of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things 
continue as they were from the beginning of the creation. 
For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word 
of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing 
out of the water and in the water*: whereby the world 
that then was7, being overflowed with water, perished: 
but the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the 
same word are kept in store, reserved unto firet against 
the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.” 

Despite the word of the scoffers, the destruction of the 
present heavens and earth is as certain as that ever the 
Flood inundated an ungodly world in Noah’s day. Divine 
judgments are decreed upon this dispensation “by the 
same word” that pronounced doom upon the antediluvian 
civilization. 

In both cases—then and now—the physical heavens 
and earth survive the judgments, for the Psalmist as- 
sures us that the Lord hath established the heavens for- 
ever and ever (148: 4—6), and we know from Eccl. 1: 4 
that the earth is destined to abide forever. Destruction 








* “The earth standing out of the water and in the water”—By 
this text the Bible proves that the Flood was local and not uni- 
versal. Archaeological discoveries confirm this fact. (See New 
Bible Evidence by Sir Charles Marston, p. 58—60.) 


+ “The world that then was”—In II Peter 2:5 that world is 
further defined as “the world of the ungodly,” the wicked inhabit- 
ants of that locality. 


{ “Fire”—“a symbol of destruction; 


. . . figuratively used of the 
judgments of God.” 


is determined only upon the political heavens and earth, 
the incorrigible rulers and subjects. . 

Concerning their annihilation we read further, “But 
the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in 
the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, 
and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth 
also and the works that are therein shall be burned up” 
(verse 10). When earth’s potentates and rulers are com- 
pelled to step down and surrender the throne to Christ, 
it will not be without a “great noise” of protest. 

When the present heavens and earth are consumed by 
the judgments of God, Peter informs us how they are to 
be replaced. “Nevertheless we, according to his promise, 
look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness” (verse 13). 

This is the heaven and earth of Genesis 1: 1, composed 
of Christ and His chosen aristocracy and the people over 
whom they rule. The Apostle makes very plain that right- 
eousness is a prerequisite to form a part of either heaven 
or earth in the new world. In other words, only those who 
are righteous here will qualify for entrance there. 

We find in this chapter a clue as to the time of the dis- 
solution of the kingdoms of men and of the subsequent 
inauguration of the divine regime. “But, beloved, be not 
ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord 
as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day” 
(verse 8). This rule for reckoning prophetic time expands 
the allegorical “six days” of Genesis to an actual six 
thousand years. Men have looked for Christ’s return 
through the centuries, when, had they understood this 
message from Peter, they would have known that the 
creation of the new heaven was not destined to be com- 
pleted until the conclusion of the six thousand years. Not 
until the consummation of this period will the new heav- 
ens have dominion. During their thousand-year reign, 
the new earth or subjects for the Kingdom will be formed, 
completing the work of creation as outlined in Genesis 1:1. 

The corruption and collapse of the present heavens 
and earth was foreseen with such detailed accuracy by 
our Lord as to be considered “a prophetic photograph.” 

We read, “There shall be signs in the sun, and in the 
moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of 
nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; 
men’s hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after 
those things which are coming on the earth: for the 
powers of heaven shall be shaken.” 

The Lord leaves no state of uncertainty as to the next 
event which is to follow this world upheaval, but says, 
“Then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud 
with power and great glory. And when these things begin 
to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for 
your redemption draweth nigh. . . . When ye see these 
things come to pass, know ye that the kingdom of God is 
nigh at hand. .. . Heaven and earth shall pass away: but 
my words shall not pass away” (Luke 21: 25—28, 31,33). 
Obviously, the heaven and earth to pass away at Christ’s 
coming are those described in the preceding verses—the 
human systems of misrule. 

In His last message to mankind—the book of Revela- 
tion—Jesus informs us by what means the present heaven 
and earth is to pass away. “And there was war in heaven: 
Michael [Christ] and his angels fought against the dragon 
[the powers of earth]; and the dragon fought and his 
angels, and prevailed not; neither was their place found 
any more in heaven” (Rev. 12:7, 8). This is the Battle 
of Armageddon in which the thrones of earth’s political 
heavens are swept clean and bare to make room for 
Christ, the rightful heir and His co-rulers—the new 
heaven of Genesis 1: 1. ies 
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That Utopian World — The New Creation 


We are by no means dependent upon some isolated text 
by an obscure writer to describe the heaven and earth of 
Genesis 1:1. We have drawn evidence from the Lord 
Himself, from two of His most prominent Apostles, Peter 
and John; and now we shall consult the chiefest of the 
Prophets—Isaiah—whose writings form the grandest 
of Messianic passages of the Old Testament. 


The 65th chapter pictures the Golden Age when the new 
heaven holds sway over a transformed world. “Behold, 
I create new heavens and a new earth: and the former 
shall not be remembered, nor come into mind. But be ye 
glad and rejoice for ever in that which I create: for, be- 
hold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy. 
And I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my people: 
and the voice of weeping shall be no more heard in her, 
nor the voice of crying. There shall be no more thence 
an infant of days, nor an old man that hath not filled his 
days: for the child shall die a hundred years old; but the 
sinner being a hundred years old shall be accursed. And 
they shall build houses, and inhabit them; and they shall 
plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of them. They shall not 
build, and another inhabit; they shall not plant, and an- 
other eat: for as the days of a tree are the days of my 
people, and mine elect shall long enjoy the work of their 
hands. They shall not labor in vain, nor bring forth for 
trouble; for they are the seed of the blessed of the Lord, 


and their offspring with them” (verses 17—23). 

From this passage it is clear that under the adminis- 
tration of the new heavens, perfect social and economic 
conditions shall prevail; and with the protection of uni- 
versal law, the humblest citizen shall live in safety and 
happiness. During this Millennial reign of Christ and the 
saints, “a great multitude .. . of all nations, and kindreds, 
and people, and tongues” (Rev. 7:9) is developed to be 
the new earth or subjects of the Kingdom. 

With this task performed, the work of spiritual crea- 
tion on this planet is accomplished; Genesis 1:1 is ful- 
filled in the establishment of righteous rulers to reign 
over righteous subjects for eternity. Looking afar future 
to this grand consummation of God’s plan and purpose, 
John saw “a new heaven and a new earth: for the first 
heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there 
was no more sea.” And he heard a great voice out of 
heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with 
men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his 
people, and God himself [Emmanuel] shall be with them, 
and be their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sor- 
row, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: 
for the former things are passed away” (Rev. 21: 1,3,4). 


Such are the eternal blessings to be bestowed upon the 
heaven and earth of Genesis 1: 1. Would you participate? 
Then “be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, 
without spot, and blameless.” 





LOOKING AHEAD 


The following New Year address by the Rev. P. J. 
Thatcher was a special feature on one of the programs 
at the Megiddo Mission Church in commemoration of the 


birth of Christ and the dawn of the new year—March 
25, 1955. 


NEW YEAR’S SERMON, short or long, should 

have tonic in it. It should put iron into the red cor- 

puscles of the blood; it should have in it the sound 
of the trumpet. When its notes ring out it should set the 
fibers of the soul vibrating and carry a message that will 
stimulate and set our hearts aglow with a greater warmth 
for Truth. It should quicken our footsteps and refresh 
our memory with the fact that we have not yet come to 
our rest, to the City of Refuge we sought to find when we 
began our journey. 

The horizon is still stretching out before us and wait- 
ing some worthwhile challenge that has still greater op- 
portunities. At the dawning of this new year let us ask 
ourselves the question, What are we going to do with 
those opportunities? If we are not satisfied with our ef- 
forts and results, then the moment we awake to the recog- 
nition of our true self we should change the causes; for 
the power to change is in our own hands. As the years 
come and go, if not exceedingly careful, the word of God 
can lose its beautiful colorings. 


Do not think for one moment that because you have 
once sown the truth, you can lay down the tools that make 
for a bountiful harvest. Truth is a seed that must be re- 
sown for larger gains in knowledge and experience. 
Christ never called His disciples to a negative salvation 
when He said, “Follow me.” It was a call to a heroic 
attitude and sacrificial service. A very prominent man 
once wrote these words in his diary on his thirty-third 
birthday, “I go to bed with a heaviness of heart, having 


lived so long and to so little purpose.” God forbid that 
we who have known the way that leads to life, should 
retire at the close of the day and feel we have lived even 
for a moment without one grand noble purpose in view. 

Oftentimes we have heard the cry, Is life worth living? 
For the one who has found truth and really commences 
to live, life ceases to be a plodding existence and becomes 
an exaltation, an ecstasy, a joy. All the murmurings and 
complainings are on the side of the flesh, the natural, the 
transient; while the peace, joy and happiness of a rich, 
exulting, abounding life are on the side of the spiritual, 
ever increasing on through an endless eternity. 


Those who are the least happy are the ones who are 
hunting for all the pleasures the world offers; the most 
joyous are those who find employment for the hands, the 
head and the heart in the service of the Lord. The hands 
must be busy, the mind occupied, the heart satisfied. It 
is through this route Christ leads His followers to eter- 
nal happiness. Every Christian will come to the point 
where, looking back over his past life, he will wonder that 
what the world calls pleasure ever gave him satisfaction, 
peace and joy, as he compares the old mess of pottage he 
once was eating and the counterfeit coins he once fin- 
gered, with the finest and purest gold that now is begin- 
ning to fill his treasury. To the faithful, the Word of God 
grows dearer each day. Those who reject it ignore the 
spirit that pervades it and the atmosphere that envelops 
it. How beautiful the harmony of the testimonies and 
the unity of its structure, despite the fact that it is the 
product of many writers covering a period of over fifteen 
hundred years! 


In looking over the year that has passed and gone, I 
am confident we have ofttimes used only halfhearted 
efforts, when with greater pressure we could have broken 
the old flesh coat at the seams and been made free. If your 
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faith is weak, ask God to help your unbelief for it is the 
most deadly and ruinous virus that can poison the human 
mind. With all the evidence and fulfilled prophecy God 
has set before us, should our Master meet us on the road 
to Emmaus, as it were, would He say to us as we traveled 
on, “O fools and slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have spoken’? 

If you who have entered the way that leads to life find 
that sorrow and trials seem heavy to bear, the best way 
to lighten them is to lose self in the service of others, 
helping them to lift burdens heavier than your own. Let 
us forget and get out of self for awhile. If opportunity 
comes our way to do something for someone else, some 
loving favor, no matter how small, if only a kind look, 
a word of encouragement to someone’ weary of care, let 
us offer it willingly. Just at the critical moment a helping 
hand may change a life otherwise destined to failure. A 
score of opportunities will come to you right where you 
are; not the great things afar off but the little things 
right at hand. No one who has entered the Master’s serv- 
ice can lead the life of a drone. The harvest is not yet 
gathered. Do not stand idle in the market place when 
there still is so much to do. 


If our heart has become contracted, it is high time to 
open up the gates so the King of Glory can come in. Such 
a King cannot live in a “2x 4” world. Let us remember 
that if we do not sow in the Spring, no labor will avail in 
the harvest. Every one has his own field to sow, to culti- 
vate and finally reap. It is certain the harvest will be a 
failure unless the seed is good. Let us thank God today 
that the seed He has furnished is certified. But, oh, the 
weeds are so easy to grow; they grow without planting! 

If through the year that has passed we have been keen 
to criticize others, as God grants us still time let us be- 
come more critical of self. Good works will soon languish 
if the inspiration of our first love abates. Oh, how often 
we are satisfied with a meager blessing, when a larger 
waits for our hand if only we will reach out and grasp it. 

If you have an alabaster box full of the precious oint- 
ment of Truth, spread its fragrance out to others before 
the day of opportunity has passed. Do not wait till one 
lies sleeping in death to lay it upon his casket. God has 
spoken to us through His word numberless times, but 
how slow we have been to respond! How often our ears 
are dull of hearing! Let us arise from our spiritual sleep 
and cry out, “Speak, Lord, for thy servant heareth.” 

It has been truly said, we can find our life by losing 
it in the service of others. Let us be more anxious to sit 
at the feet of the Master than to be wrapped up in tem- 
poral things. Let one of our mottoes for the coming year 
stand out plainly in raised letters. It will read, “A LARGER 
LIFE.” Let it be no longer small and contracted. Keep 
adding to the things that are the highest, the best, the 
most enduring. Remember, the spiritual Christ has come 
to us that we might have life and have it more abundantly. 

God has promised that He will supply bread for all 
our spiritual needs; but, sad to say, we have often en- 
deavored to supply bread of our own making, only to dis- 
cover when too late that the bread that had been sweet 
to the natural man’s taste contained not one lifegiving 
ingredient. The money spent for a loaf of bread may 
stay the pangs of hunger for a few brief hours; the bread 
of heaven God has furnished will give every hungry one 
an inexhaustible feast. A drink of water refreshes for a 
moment; but a cup of spiritual water given in the name 
of a disciple may become a spring of water dispensing a 
thousand blessings in its ever-flowing course. 

“Oh, how dismal you look,” said a water bucket to his 


companion as they were going to the well. The other 
bucket replied, “I was reflecting on the uselessness of 
being filled; for no matter how full we go away, we al- 
ways come back to be filled again.” “Dear me,” said the 
bucket’s companion, “how strange to look at it that way! 
Whenever I come to the well, I am so thankful I can go 
away full to give others to drink. If we would only look 
at it in that light we would always be cheerful.” As spirit- 
ual buckets, I wonder whether we always go to the well 
of salvation with sweet and happy faces to fill our ves- 
sels with the water of life and go forth with exceeding 
joy to pour it out to others, and return to be filled again 
and again? 

If our creed is the blessed Bible, it must flower into 
righteous conduct or our blessings will prove a curse. Let 
us not forget that our faith will not be untried. Although 
we have embraced the truth and found the way that 
leads to life, many allurements will reach out to ensnare; 
many battles must be fought within and without, all call- 
ing for intense and continual earnestness in this spiritual 
warfare. As in Nehemiah’s day, the work is great; the 
wall must be built to fortify ourselves against the enemy. 
Some may be heard to murmur, “What can I do, with no 
special talents and limited capabilities? How can I give 
praise and honor to the great Creator?” If you cannot 
use an instrument to make a joyful noise, then lift up 
your voice to sing His praise; if you cannot sing, then 
use your voice to speak a word of edification; if slow to 
speak, use your pen to write and commune with some 
hungry soul; if you cannot write, use your hands and feet 
to help others whose burdens are heavier than yours. 
In this world of sin, darkness and woe, no Christian can 
escape from the responsibility that rests upon him; for 
we can all be examples. 


We spend the first twenty years of our life in an effort 
to develop the body; the next twenty in an effort to keep 
it in a state of health; and twenty years more or less in 
trying to retard its decline. Let us ask ourselves the ques- 
tion, What are we doing to prolong our life beyond this 
mortal state? It is well to remember that we are masters 
of our own destiny. 


An elderly lady once called her physician, After re- 
counting the catalog of her ills, she was met by the ex- 
clamation, “What would you have me do, Madam? I have 
done all in my power. I cannot make you young again.” 
“T know that too well, doctor, but I thought you might 
help me to grow a little older.” Oh, how our hearts should 
be bubbling up with prayer and thanksgiving today that 
there is a great Physician who can prescribe a medicine 
which, if taken freely, will cause us to renew our youth 
till we can run and never be weary, walk and not faint! 


Then we shall have a vigor of constitution and an in- 
tellect that will never decay; eyes that will never grow 
dim. Such will be our happy portion in that Promised 
Land where the inhabitants shall never grow old. If you 
are one who has never called this great Physician in your 
case, do it at once, remembering that if we do not call 
Him, He never will answer. 

Let us never forget that God is not pleased with out- 
ward beauty. True beauty must be grown from within. 
What God truly delights in was manifested in the day 
Jesse’s sons stood before Samuel and he heard the warn- 
ing that “man looketh on the outward appearance, but 
the Lord looketh on the heart.” Religion, real heartfelt 
religion, as that once delivered to the saints, transforms 
its possessor; it molds the disposition, determines the ex- 
pression. No beauty doctor can make a face as winsome 
as the face of one whose heart is overflowing with truth. 








April 9, 1955 


THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 








Perhaps you have read the story of the young maiden 
who realized she was ugly and uncouth in looks and man- 
ners. Her longing desire was to find some way to become 
beautiful. At last she heard of a pool of pure crystal 
water where one could bathe and become beautiful. After 
a long journey and a diligent search, she at last found 
the long-sought-for pool; but as she approached it she 
was met by a stately figure holding a golden wand in her 
hand, who said, “You cannot bathe in this pool until you 
return home, and for two years put away all anger and 
jealousy, and instead be kind and patient with all whom 
you meet.” The maid was taken back by this command, 
but returning home she set about to follow closely the in- 
structions, and at the end of two years returned to the 
pool and was met by a beautiful personage holding in her 
hand a wand sparkling with diamonds, pearls and emer- 
alds; and addressing the maiden she said, “You cannot 
yet bathe in that beautiful pool until you return home 
and for three years more follow strictly the commands 
that have been given you, together with other virtues 
contained in a letter which I now place in your hand.” 
This seemed to be a crushing blow to the maiden, but 
being determined she would bathe in the pool she re- 
turned home to work with all her power to carry out the 
instructions that had been given to her. After three years 
had passed, she again returned to the pool but found no 
one there to greet her, and gazing into its crystal waters 
to her great amazement and delight found she had al- 
ready become altogether beautiful. 


We need not seek to find such a pool, but God has pro- 
vided a mirror whose glass is as clear as crystal. If we 
are willing to stand before it day by day, it will reflect 
our true spiritual make-up; and if we will only follow 
the instructions given us by the holy men of old, as we 
gaze upon our likeness all ugliness and meanness will dis- 
appear. Then the King will greatly desire us in our beauty. 


As the days, weeks, months and years roll on, some 
will cry out, Where is the promise of Christ’s coming to 
bring the promised peace? The vision may seem a long 
time off, but in the end it shall speak and no longer tarry. 
The last lily in the garden will be found in full bloom; 
the last rose wet with the dew of heaven will send out its 
sweet fragrance; the last head of golden-ripe wheat will 
be ready for the sickle; the last precious stone will be cut, 
carved and polished, ready for the temple; the last light 
placed in the Ark. The great Prophet will appear and the 
door be shut and barred against all the ungodly who 
have made light of Ged’s warnings, against all who were 
called to glory and virtue but turned back to become a 
degenerate plant. At the dawning of this new year let 
us stir ourselves as never before, lest we too perish from 
off the earth and be forever forgotten. 


If we have been down, it is now high time to rise to 
our feet; if we have been walking, let us now run; if we 
have been slipping, let us change our footwear—the gos- 
pel sandals are non-slip. If we have been talking, let us 
begin to act; if we have been making plans to do more for 
God and His Kingdom, let us begin at once to carry them 
out; if we have been murmuring and complaining, let us 
turn to rejoicing. If living on Blue Avenue, a recount of 
our blessings may prove a good transportation company 
to move us off; if we have been playing, let us begin to 
work; if we have been feeling the pains and effects of 
the darts of the wicked, let us bind the armor of God still 
closer. If we have been braying, let us turn to praying; 
for the prayer of the righteous man availeth much. If we 
have been floating, it is high time to press, press, press, 
till the victory and the great prize of eternal life is ours. 


Remember the Month Abzb 


ERHAPS it just seems that way, but we really do get 

the impression that the yearly observances of the 
True Christmas and New Year at Megiddo grow better 
and better. At the moment, we feel that we have wit- 
nessed another “best.’”? The festival season just closed 
(Abib 1—March 25) was truly inspiring and in every 
way memorable. 

As usual, it was a season of pilgrimage for those who 
have received the good news of the Kingdom and who 
feel the need of personal contact and fellowship in the 
faith. From many States and cities they came—from 
Nebraska to Florida to Ontario—and went away feeling 
richly repaid for the effort. 

Spring, always fickle in the Lake Ontario plains, was 
late this year, to put it mildly; but the interior of “the 
white church on the corner” was bright with spring 
flowers of all kinds. At 6:00 P. M. on March 24th the 
old year died and the new was born—God’s New Year 
as given to Israel in Egypt. 

At 7:30 the Maranatha Society presented a symbolic 
drama, Plus Ultra. A young maiden, endeavoring to live 
a Christian life, is beset by persistent doubts and desires. 
Unfeigned Faith and her handmaidens exhort her to re- 
member Plus Ultra—everything beyond—while Doubt and 
her sinister crew pound their drums and extol the pres- 
ent as the only certainty. The matter is resolved in an 
impressive courtroom scene, with the maiden herself 
as Judge, Doubt as prosecutor, and Evidence & Evidence 
appearing for the defendant, Unfeigned Faith. Witnesses 
step bodily from the volumes of Prophecy and History to 
testify to the certainty of the Divine promises. Needless 
to say, the evidence is all on the side of the defense, and 
the “Judge” takes her stand firmly on the right side. Sub- 
sequent scenes portray the victories of faith in the past, 
and reach into the future, when faith is changed to sight. 

The following morning there was a special service in 
the Mission Home auditorium, which also gave us much 
food for serious thought. “Moving Day,” for instance, in 
which all the accumulated trash of misspent hours and 
days and years is left behind and only the helpful pieces 
of furniture taken along to the new home on Hallelujah 
Heights. Other impressive numbers were presented. 

At noon a dinner was served to 212 persons, after 
which the children, local and visiting, entertained us with 
a program which was really—well—good! A feature was 
the Zion Limited, a “railroad” scene by twelve small boys 
and girls, repeated from the main program of the pre- 
vious evening. Large quantities of useful gifts were dis- 
tributed to eager, bright-faced children. 

In the evening the Men’s Organization presented a 
short program of music and song, and a dramatic produc- 
tion, “Send the Light.” This consisted of scenes from the 
life of our Lord—the Annunciation, the Nativity, the 
Presentation in the Temple, the healing of the man born 
blind, and the trial before Pilate. The story was told by 
two readers, the scenes being in tableau and pantomime, 
with a supporting chorus and background organ music. 
Our Pastor, the Rev. Percy J. Thatcher, gave an inspir- 
ing short address, “Looking Ahead,” exhorting us to a 
better, holier life in the coming year, or whatever por- 
tion of it may be ours. For life is brief at best, and the 
Day of the Lord hasteth greatly. World conditions fairly 
scream a warning to “flee out of Babylon, and deliver 
every man his soul.” Such occasions as Abib at Megiddo, 
if allowed to have their influence in our lives, should help 
us prepare to meet that great eventful Day confidently. 
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PRAYER 


“WHAT PROFIT... IF WE PRAY UNTO HIM?” 


HE children of Almighty God always have prayed, 

and always will pray to Him, offering the incense of 
prayer and praise acceptable to His Name. The promise 
in II Chron. 7: 14 is very precious, that if we seek Him 
and turn from our wicked ways He will hear our prayer 
and will forgive our sins. Instructions are given in Phil. 
4:6 on how to pray: “In every thing by prayer and sup- 
plication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known unto God.” 

The Apostle Paul gives an example in Col. 1:9, 10 of 
how he prayed for his brethren: “For this cause we also, 
since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, 
and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge 
of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; .. . 
and increasing in the knowledge of God.” 

We must never cease to make known our requests unto 
a kind and loving Father whose ears are ever ready to 
hear the cry of the penitent one who is striving to depart 
from iniquity. The Apostle Peter admonishes: “The end 
of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and watch 
unto prayer” (I Pet. 4:7). We have the assurance that 
if we pray according to His will He will hear and answer, 
if our petition is in accordance with truth—not in op- 
position to it. For example: We cannot pray to be taken 
to Heaven at death, for that would be contrary to the 
Word of God which tells us that the dead sleep until the 
Resurrection and “know not anything”; that “the meek 
shall inherit the earth”; and after the dead are raised and 
the Judgment takes place “‘the righteous shall inherit the 
land, and dwell therein for ever” (Eccl. 9:5; Matt. 5:5; 
Ps. 37: 11, 29, 34). 


WHAT MUST WE DO, THAT GOD WILL HEAR OUR PRAYER? 


“Hear ye the word of the Lord,” we are told in Jer. 7: 
2, 3. That is the first requisite from the Lord God, that 
we hear His words spoken through the Prophets, Jesus, 
and the Apostles. Then He says: “Amend your ways and 
your doings’’—not only that, but He says—‘thoroughly 
amend your ways and your doings.” If we do as He has 
commanded, turn from iniquity and thoroughly amend 
our ways and doings, God will hear our prayers. 

But, on the contrary, if we will not hearken to His 
word but continue to go on in sin and rebellion against 
His just and righteous precepts, He will cast us off and 
will not hearken. In verse 16 we find what our attitude 
must be toward all who deliberately refuse to hearken 
to God’s righteous law. “Therefore pray not for this peo- 
ple, neither lift up cry nor prayer for them, neither make 
intercession to me: for I will not hear thee.” The mighty 
voice of the Living God comes ringing down through the 
ages that we are not to lift up cry nor prayer for such as 
will not amend their ways and doings. We are to pray for 
only those who are willing to thoroughly amend their 
ways and doings, for only such prayers will He hear. 

Let us read Isaiah 1: 15—17 that we may realize more 
fully Jehovah’s attitude toward those walking in willful 
disobedience: “And when ye spread forth your hands, I 
will hide mine eyes from you: yea, when ye make many 
prayers, I will not hear.” What must the sinner do that 
his petition may be heard? Listen to the words of Yahweh: 
“Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your 
doings from before mine eyes; cease to do evil, learn to 
do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed. . . .” Then, 


if you do these things, He says in verse 19, “If ye be will- 
ing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land.” Only 
upon condition that you are willing and obedient shall 
your prayer be heard. 

But let us see what will be the fate of the man or 
woman who refuses to hear this just and righteous law 
of the Almighty One. We are told in Prov. 28:9, “He 
that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his 
prayer shall be abomination.” This trumpet of the Lord 
gives no uncertain sound, and it speaks clear and unmis- 
takably that if upon any principle of truth or any com- 
mandment a person refuses to hear and walk in obedi- 
ence, the prayer of such shall be but abomination to God. 


FOR WHOM DID JESUS PRAY? 


Not only is this basic truth taught by the Prophets, but 
when we read John 17: 6 we find Jesus confirms their 
words. He said in that wonderful prayer just before His 
betrayal, when speaking of His disciples: “I have mani- 
fested thy name unto the men whom thou gavest me out 
of the world: thine they were, and thou gavest them me; 
and they have kept thy word.” There He states plainly 
the reason why He loved them; because they had kept the 
Father’s word. They had received the word of God from 
Him, and had kept it. He said further, in verses 8 and 9, 
of those humble followers: “I have given unto them the 
words which thou gavest me; and they have received 
them, and have known surely that I came out from thee, 
and they have believed that thou didst send me. I pray 
for them.” For whom? Ah, says Jesus, I pray for every 
one who receives my word and keeps it; “I pray for them: 
I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast 
given me; for they are thine.” 

Did you ever hear in the popular sermons of the day 
that Jesus did not pray for the world, but for them only 
which keep His word? No; you would hear that He prays 
for all, indiscriminately, whether they hear His word or 
trample it under foot. 

Of those who believe His word He says in verse 14, “I 
have given them thy word; and the world hath hated 
them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not 
of the world.” Those who believe His word will not be 
found partaking of the pleasures of the world; and for 
those who listen and obey His commandments, He prays. 
The promise was not only to His faithful followers in that 
day, but it reaches down even to the present day, says 
verse 20, “Neither pray I for these alone, but for them 
also which shall believe on me through their word.” Only 
for those who believe the words of the Prophets and 
Apostles, as well as the words of Jesus, will He pray. 

But someone says: Jesus seems to speak differently 
in Matt. 5: 44—46, “But I say unto you, Love your en- 
emies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that 
hate you, and pray for them that despitefully use you; 
that ye may be the children of your Father which is in 
heaven: for he maketh the sun to rise on the evil and on 
the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. 
For if ye love them which love you, what reward have 
ye? do not even the publicans the same?” 

In our experience through life we have observed that 
with those whose transgressions were being pointed out, 
in obedience to the command found in Lev. 19: 17, 18, the 
attitude often has been that the reprover was an enemy. 
The text reads: “Thou shalt not hate thy brother in 
thine heart: thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbor, 








April 9, 1955 





THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 7 








and not suffer sin upon him . . . thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bor as thyself.” Although termed an enemy by the trans- 
gressor, it must not deter the one who is spiritual from 
restoring “such a one in the spirit of meekness,” con- 
sidering himself, lest he also be tempted (Galatians 6: 1). 
They themselves who are in transgression are the en- 
emies, and the greatest love that can be shown them is 
to apply the “excellent oil” of Psalm 141:5 to restore 
them to the favor of God and fellowship with His people. 

Paul said to his Galatian brethren (4: 16), “Am I there- 
fore become your enemy, because I tell you the truth?” 

We read in Luke 23:34 that Jesus prayed when on 
the cross concerning His persecutors: “Father, forgive 
them; for they know not what they do.” He had Holy 
Spirit power and could foresee that there were those in 
that motley crowd who would repent of their wicked 
deeds; perhaps to become a part of that three thousand 
who came in on the Day of Pentecost. 

Another example is the case of Stephen’s prayer when 
he was being stoned by the mob: “and the witnesses laid 
down their clothes at a young man’s feet, whose name 
was Saul.” Stephen “kneeled down, and cried with a 
loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And 
when he had said this, he fell asleep.” Doubtless if he 
had power to see heaven opened “and saw the glory of 
God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God” he 
could have had power to see into the future that this 
same Saul, afterward called Paul, would turn from his 
wicked course and become a most ardent worker for the 
cause of his Master who appeared to him when on his 
way to destroy other Christians. 


WHOSE PRAYER WILL HE SHUT OUT? 


In Lamentations 3: 8 we read the cry of the unfaithful 
servants: “Also when I cry and shout, he shutteth out 
my prayer.” In verse 42 we are told the reason why: 
“We have transgressed and have rebelled: thou hast not 
pardoned.” It is because of their many transgressions 
from which they did not repent, and the result is, as we 
find in verse 44, “Thou hast covered thyself with a cloud, 
that our prayer should not pass through.” The prayers of 
those in rebellion against God’s Law can never penetrate 
through this cloud. They are too proud to humble them- 
selves under His mighty hand; they have broken their 
covenant and He will not be attentive to their petition. 

We are told in Prov. 15: 8, “The sacrifice of the wicked 
is an abomination to the Lord: but the prayer of the up- 
right is his delight.” The wicked may offer a sacrifice and 
shout aloud, but the Lord will not hear them. In verse 29 
we are told: “The Lord is far from the wicked: but he 
heareth the prayer of the righteous.” He will have an at- 
tentive ear to listen to all the humble, obedient ones who 
are thoroughly amending their ways and doings. 


“HE FORGETTETH NOT THE CRY OF THE HUMBLE” 


In II Chron. 1:7 our attention is called to a striking 
example of humility. We are told that the angel of the 
Lord appeared to Solomon, and said: “Ask what I shall 
give thee.” And Solomon answered: “Give me now wis- 
dom and knowledge, that I may go out and come in be- 
fore this people: for who can judge this thy people, that 
is so great?” Solomon was humble when first made king, 
but turned away afterward. How often this has been the 
case with others! People often start in right and then 
after a time lose their humility. 

Just as long as Solomon was righteous before God he 
was commended. And in this case here mentioned, the 
Lord said to him: “Because this was in thine heart, and 
thou hast not asked riches, wealth, or honor, neither the 


life of thine enemies, neither yet hast asked long life; but 
hast asked wisdom and knowledge for thyself, that thou 
mayest judge my people, over whom I have made thee 
king: wisdom and knowledge is granted unto thee; and I 
will give thee riches, and wealth and honor, such as none 
of the kings have had that have been before thee, neither 
shall there any after thee have the like.” The Lord granted 
his petition because he was doing right at that time, and 
was not asking for benefits for himself but to do good 
to others. 


HOW SHOULD CHRISTIANS PRAY? 


How often the children of God have been able to resist 
the tempter’s snares and the forces of evil by taking their 
trials to the Lord in prayer and imploring His help and 
guidance! This is something the Christian needs contin- 
ually to cultivate. It is not natural to pray intelligently, 
to pray according to God’s will, but we have to learn 
from the Divine Record; and we have the example of the 
Prophets, Jesus, and all the Apostles, that in the hour of 
trial or temptation they were found praying to the Al- 
mighty One for help that they might be able to bear each 
trial that came upon them. Think of Jesus with all the 
power He had and all the knowledge of the Scriptures 
which He possessed, yet how often He was found in 
prayer to the great Eternal Creator! This is something 
we all should continually practice daily, more and more, 
to pray to the great God to help us resist the temptations 
that beset our pathway. If we do, and pray earnestly, 
asking God in meekness and humility to help us, He will 
respond, and in our trouble will make a way of escape 
from every trial and temptation. 

There is a good illustration in First John 3: 22, “And 
whatsoever we ask, we receive of him,”’—if we stopped 
there one might think all we had to do was ask. No; the 
qualifying term follows:—“because we keep his com- 
mandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his 
sight.” Why do we receive what we ask? Because we ask 
the Lord to give us just what in His wisdom He considers 
best for us. We do not believe in telling the Mighty God 
en what to give us; but we ask according to His 
will. 

Many people think they can pray for just what they 
like, and they ask the Lord to do for them or for those 
around whom their heartstrings are entwined. That is 
no way for a Christian to pray. He must ask the blessing 
of God upon every one who is doing those things that 
are well pleasing to the Almighty. In chapter 5: 2, fur- 
ther light is given on this subject: “By this we know that 
we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep 
his commandments.” When we do this, our love will flow 
out to every child of God who keeps His commandments. 
“For this is the love of God, that we keep his command- 
ments: and his commandments are not grievous.” The 
love of God is not some sentimental feeling, but it is obe- 
dience to His word. God never gave one commandment 
that is hard to keep if we humble self. They are all noble, 
grand, and elevating. 

In verse 14 we are told: “And this is the confidence 
that we have in him, that if we ask anything according 
to his will, he heareth us.” This is the key to the entire 
subject; that in order to be heard of Him, we really must 
ask according to His will, His law. 

Therefore from the foregoing evidence we are con- 
vinced that the beloved Apostle James knew whereof he 
spoke when he wrote in his Epistle (5:16): “The effec- 
tual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” 
Seeing that it has a powerful effect, let us not fail to take 
full advantage of its benefits. 
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“And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and 
John his brother, and bringeth them up into a high moun- 
tain apart, and he was transfigured before them: and his 
face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as 
the light” (Matthew 17:1, 2). 


Certainly Peter, James, and John witnessed a divine 
phenomenon such as few humans could claim. in their 
treasury of mortal experience: they beheld the trans- 
figured or glorified Christ. 


In analyzing this passage it is important to recognize 
the stated fact that the entire spectacle which the favored 
three beheld was a vision (verse 9) ; it was not a present 
reality but a prophetic revelation, an unfolding of fu- 
ture events which should become reality “after six days.” 
By applying the rule in II Pet. 3:8 we ascertain these 
six days to be an actual six thousand years in duration. 
It is after the six thousand years that this vision of the 
Transfiguration shall become reality in the visible pres- 
ence of the glorified Christ here on earth to exercise 
world-wide dominion. 


The three disciples further envisioned Moses and Eli- 
jah talking with Christ. Bible students know that Moses 
died and was buried, and that Elijah, to the contrary, 
never passed through the death state. Therefore Moses 
and Elijah enter into the vision as representatives of two 
classes who shall appear with Christ in glory—the faith- 
ful dead who are to be resurrected, and the saints who 
are living at the time of Christ’s return. 


This blessed promise as set forth in the Transfigura- 
tion is ofttimes repeated throughout the Scriptures of 
truth, that the faithful who are alive at the Second Ad- 
vent shall be granted the change to immortality without 
ever passing through the sleep of death. Martha was con- 
vinced that Lazarus would rise again at the resurrection 
at the last day, to which Jesus agreed: “He that believeth 
in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.” But He 
went on further to say, “Whosoever liveth and believeth 
in me shall never die” (John 11: 25, 26). And the resur- 
rection chapter—First Corinthians 15—rings with the 
same exultant note: “We shall not all sleep, but we shall 
all be changed.” 


What grand and sublime principles of truth the Trans- 
figuration conveys! 

And when Peter, James, and John “lifted up their eyes, 
they saw no man, save Jesus only.” The vision had come 
and gone but we can well imagine that its tremendous im- 
pact upon their minds—the glorified Christ in His King- 
dom and the prospect of standing there with Him—re- 
mained to influence and support them in the difficult 
years to come. 

No human being could be treated to such a celestial 
spectacle as this without experiencing an acute arousing 
of his sensibilities. Those three men who accompanied 
Jesus on that arduous hill-climb must have felt well re- 
paid for their effort. Looking upon the features of their 
Master they saw His face take on the brilliance of the 
sun, while His raiment became dazzling white. Both par- 
ticipant and observers must have been truly thrilled. 


As the remarkable vision faded from their view one 
can imagine a feeling of regret creeping over the three 


disciples of Jesus, and a desire to linger to see if the 
glorious phenomenon might not be repeated. But such 
was not to be. That mountain-top experience was a high 
point climaxing many ordinary days, but they must re- 
turn again to the valley to engage in the pursuits of 
everyday living. 


Twice in his lifetime Moses, the man of God, experi- 
enced the rare privilege of angelic communication at the 
mountain-top for forty consecutive days. He needed these 
seasons of intimate acquaintance with the Eternal as a 
prelude to his forty gruelling years in order to manage 
such an unwieldy group of untutored and unappreciative 
people as the Israelites. But it is interesting to note that 
Moses did not always remain on the mountain-top. He 
was given the Ten Commandments, also in addition the 
plans and specifications in minutest detail for the fabri- 
cating of a tabernacle to be used as a place of worship 
and consecration. 


But at the expiration of the first forty days his heav- 
enly tutor commanded, “Go, get thee down.” Things had 
gotten out of hand in the lowlands, and his presence was 
urgently needed. The people already were forgetting the 
one true God who so recently had delivered them from 
Egyptian bondage, and had induced Aaron to make them 
a golden calf to worship. 


It must have been a never-to-be-forgotten occasion 
for the shepherds when the angel of the Lord appeared 
to them and announced the birth of the Messiah, and 
the strains of that heavenly choir must have lingered in 
their memory to the very end of their lives. This indeed 
was a mountain-top experience, an exhilarating escape 
from a very ordinary evistence. Leaving their sheep they 
journeyed that same night to Bethlehem, and after seeing 
the Christ-child, they returned again to their flocks, pick- 
ing up the threads of ordinary life where they had 
dropped them some hours before. The phenomenon had 
passed, but the impression, the mental imprint, was theirs 
to retain as a stimulant to holier living. 


No man was ever subjected to a phenomenon more 
awe-inspiring than Saul of Tarsus when on the Damas- 
cus Road he was struck down by the light shining above 
the brightness of the noonday sun, and heard the voice 
of Jesus speaking to him. Saul’s experience combined the 
spectacular with the judicial, the light from heaven 
struck him blind, and he remained in that condition for 
a number of days. But what of his reaction? He “trem- 
bling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me 
to do?” 


Even today there are momentous experiences to be en- 
joyed. We may not witness the supernatural as in the 
above-mentioned instances; that privilege is withheld 
from the “feet” of Christ’s body. And yet there is soul- 
inspiring music which may cause the emotions to soar, 
bringing our lives nearer in tune with the Eternal. The 
words and moving rhythm of a stirring hymn may arouse 
our latent powers so we will feel more like pressing on; 
an ardent prayer, the appeal of a heart-searching ser- 
mon, a religious drama depicting the beauties of Chris- 
tian living—all these bring a thrill, but cannot be con- 
tinuous. However, they can impress; they can and must 
burn so deeply into our souls that each such experience 
will produce lasting benefit. 


In the press of this rushed and crowded life we need 
the vision of the mountain-top. And as we return from 
the peaks of inspiration, let it be with high resolve to 
live victoriously in the valley below. 
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ITEMS FROM OUR MAIL BAG 


In the renewal of subscriptions to THE MEGIDDO MEs- 
SAGE are several kind tributes. This one comes from Cen- 
tral Blissville, N. B., Canada. 

“Dear Sirs: ... Please may I say, I welcome this little 
paper as a friend. I thank you for the kindness of send- 
ing it free to me, as it is a great help to me in the under- 
standing of the Bible. Yours very truly, Mrs. M— B—.” 


From Tofield, Alta., Canada, is the following: 

“Dear Friends: Please keep sending THE MEGIDDO 
MESSAGE. I thoroughly enjoy your publication and have 
found much help in your translation of God’s wonderful 
Word—there is so much to learn! . . . God bless you all 
in your good work. Sincerely, Mrs. J— M—.” 


With regards is the following from Horseheads, N. Y. 

“Dear Brother in Christ: . . . Wife and I enjoy the 
MESSAGE very much. It gives the Full Gospel to its read- 
ers. This is needed in these last days. We find it a heart 
and soul lifter. May God bless you and your staff. Ever 
yours in Christ, Dr. and Mrs. J— L. J—.” 


A friend at Whitehead, Sask., Can., sends renewal. 

“Dear Sirs: ... The trouble nowadays is, the people 
think too much of themselves; lots of pleasure and no 
time for God and the Bible. Greed and corruption you 
see everywhere. Everything seems to show that Jesus will 
not be long now in returning to earth. And let us hope 
that more of us will be saved by your good paper, THE 
MESSAGE. I enjoy it very much. A— R— 


The following is from a subscriber in ieiineah ce Can. 

“Dear Megiddo Friends: I thank you so much for the 
leaflet on the Virgin Mary. I think it is quite right, as 
it states in the Bible, in more than one place, that Jesus 
was the only one that was made immortal, and that He 
was the firstfruits of them that slept; so it is not pos- 
sible His mother went to heaven in the flesh. 

“The MESSAGE is very nice for Feb. 12 on The Serpent. 
Its lesson is very impressive: those that love the Lord, 
the serpent cannot tempt them. The MESSAGE grows more 
and more interesting, they bring so many people to God. 
The letters they write show that, and that is a great 
thing; it is so encouraging to those who print the MEs- 
SAGE. I have never regretted taking it, and each one I get 
draws me closer to God. The January one was very nice 
on The Vineyard. And I am, like many more, working in 
that vineyard, hoping to gain the ‘crown of glory that 
fadeth not away.’ 

“Wishing the Mission all God’s blessings and that His 
love will light all their life. Mrs. M. H—.” 


From a friend in Hartsville, S. C., comes an excellent 
letter. 

“Dear Brother in Christ: I want to thank you once 
again for the MESSAGE, and I do thank God for dear 
Brother Nichols and his wonderful work; for I am sure 
he fought a good fight doing the will of the Father in 
searching out the blessed Truth of the Bible, that hun- 
gry souls who are really seeking the Kingdom of God may 
have genuine true bread and water to feed on. Jesus said, 
‘T am the way, the truth, and the life.’ We know that His 
Name is His Word and we must eat the word and do the 
word according to the Scriptures to have life everlasting. 

“T have received such wonderful blessings from the 
booklet on ‘Jesus and Elijah,’ and I would like very much 
to pass it on to others. I am enclosing the amount for one 
dozen pocket-size copies and also the amount for the new 
History of the Mission. In closing I will say, may God 


bless the whole family of the Mission, and may we meet 
some sweet day in the beautiful wonder land of our true 
and loving God. Your friend in Christ, H— L. S—.” 


Our brother at Geneva, N. Y., writes a good letter of 
thanks. 

“Dear Friends: . ..I am reading the MESSAGE and 
Bible Lessons, and I thank God and you at the Mission for 
the light it gives me in this dark world. The Bible Lessons 
are my sunshine and companion on this troubled sea. The 
Ark is sea-worthy if we stay in it while the angry billows 
roar, for ‘Whoso hearkeneth unto me,’ saith the Lord, 
‘shall dwell safely, and shall be quiet from fear of evil.’ 

“T am wishing you all the best. E. I. B—.” 


A subscriber at Hanna, Alta., Can., is thankful for the 
Light. 

“Dear Mission Friends: Thank you so very much for 
keeping the MESSAGE coming to our home... . I do not 
want to be without the MESSAGE, as I would not have any 
spiritual reading. The MESSAGE really helps when trying 
times enter our lives. It keeps me on the strait, narrow 
path; and reading it keeps me thinking the way my Lord 
wishes me to, in place of the old man self taking the 
wheel. ... 

“IT enjoyed reading The Garden of Eden and also The 
Rivers and Trees of Eden. It was a puzzle to me before. 
Thanks for explaining it so thoroughly. Mrs. R— K—.” 


From a friend at Cedar Grove, N. J., is this. 

“Dear Friends: ... As this is the beginning of the 33d 
year of the MESSAGE coming to our home, I do not want 
to miss a single copy, as it is so inspiring and of great 
interest to have the source of receiving the truth, the 
whole truth and nothing but the truth at all times. It is a 
great consolation. Thank you. Sincerely, E— D—.” 


A reader near Auckland, New Zealand, sends an en- 
thusiastic letter of thanks for History of the Megiddo 
Mission. He writes: “I have already read it twice and 
intend to read it again a third time, it is so wonderfully 
interesting, inspiring, educational and instructive from 
the first chapter to the end; never a dull moment in read- 
ing the wonderful little book that holds between its covers 
so much that is so good for so many. Your Mission has a 
wonderful history; I have never heard of any other com- 
pared to it in any way or form. Mr. Nichols was, I am 
sure, an inspired man and a wonderful witness for God. 

. Since I became a subscriber to the MESSAGE I have 
learned more than I have in a lifetime, from reading the 
wonderful explanations it gives to its readers. The more 
I learn from the MESSAGE, the more I have to banish 
my old beliefs; in fact, it has become a work of emptying 
my fullness and letting God fill my emptiness... . 


R— B. L—.” 





OBITUARY 
Mrs. BERTHA TAIT 


Through the kindness of her daughter, Mrs. Edith 
Shamberger, we have been notified of the decease of Mrs. 
Bertha Tait, of Gloucester, Mass., a subscriber of THE 
MEGIDDO MESSAGE for many years and a devoted reader 
of our literature, with a desire to pass along to others 
the good news of the Kingdom of Christ soon to be estab- 
lished upon the earth at the coming of our Lord. 

We extend our sincere sympathy to those who mourn, 
and exhort to prepare for the glad Day when “death 
ps be swallowed up in victory” for those who sleep in 

esus. 
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PERFECTION HILL 


Above earth’s hills and mountains, above the weights of sin, 
The galling chain that bound us, above the doubts that pain, 
Above all earthborn longings, stands one eternal hill, 

All other hills o’ertopping; it is Perfection Hill. 


The way is rough and thorny for those its heights would seek; 
Many the fall and fearful, weary and worn the feet; 

But all along the pathway we see the footprints still 

Of many a wayworn traveler who climbed Perfection Hill. 


Oft doubting mists o’erhanging shut out the shining top, 
It seems we are not nearing the Pisgah of our hope. 
The Saviour’s voice is cheering us all our journey still, 
The Father’s love is lighting us up Perfection Hill. 


Fear not, nor be discouraged! above the blinding mists, 
Above the thorny pathway, above the rugged cliffs, 

The weary footprints marking, we see the shining crest; 
And just beyond is lying the Promised Land of Rest. 


Yes, just beyond, beholding the Promised Land in view, 

All other lands outshining, our hearts with rapture glow. 
Oh, fear not, but keep climbing till on the top we stand, 
Then from its heights we’ll enter the glorious Promised Land. 
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